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WAS COMING TO AN END. l ] J




CLEAR THE
RUNWAY!




HEY PHEEEL I'VE
GOT A SLPRISE. ?

DUN DUN
DAAHHHHNNN/




7 IT IS TIME FOR... Q ’
SABONG SA KAKA!

60 ON!
GET HIm!

THIS IS THE BEST
THING EVER.




PHIL, CAN YOU
COME OVER




WE'LL BE LIVING
HERE NEXT YEAR.

A HOUSE! IS
THIS OLURS?
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WAIT WHAT?!

WHAT ABOUT
MY VIDEO

WHAT ABOUT
SCHOOL?

HOW LONG ARE
WE LIVING
ERE?

DON'T GET
80 WORKED
up PHIL...

ARE WE EVER
GOING BACK?

BUT | JUST
~ STARTED MIDDLE
SCHooL!




| WANT YOU

TO KNOW OLR
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FILIPINO.  §
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TO BE WITH

YOU ALWAYS

SAY THAT.

| LOVED VISITING THE PHILIPPINES, BUT
POSSIBLY MOVING HERE WAS A LOT
FOR KID ME TO PROCESS.




SUDDENLY, A PRIEST
SHOWED UP ON OLR
PORCH, SMELLING
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- ITS TIME TO  y
‘ N\ BLESS THE Jome)
HOUISE.
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THE PRIEST FILLED EVERY
ROOM OF OUR NEW HOUSE
WITH A BLESSING.




o FOLDING »

My father leff me an inheritance.
3 » . ;_7 e
o3 :Q,f’;_‘u

Truth is,
I've never
seen him
come here.

Bul I visited a couple of fimes in my youth.

He would rell me,
“Feel free
o
fold
there,
when
you

gel

older’




need lo be in belween ‘rhe waves fo fold.




Floating in the middle. I now Ffold.
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W’: Hm? Is l'har gou Anga? @
IFs Julie. We were friends.
\I couldn’l' sl‘and you l‘hough

You hovenl‘ since I'm here’
I'm much bigger than
you now.
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Nlco here You're still a nobodg, huh‘? } |

P 13 3ig i

What are your
accompllshmenrs‘?
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They're lighting up the plants! <

I could uprool them and dim - no,
> turn off these memories!
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Holes in the sky...
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Dead exfriends? Or dead illusions?
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j IF doesn’t matter

B

I'm a loser:

A Ioser stuck in a sfore
I can’t afford...




Of course A useless person

,‘5\ like me
S belongs nowhere

| Theg re gelting lost. Mo be I could follow
; Fhem cmd gel losl Foo. g




My back orbsore still warm.
I'm shll foldmg :

-1

i A least M a affod nol'ure
They don’t expect anything from me.

Which is why I enjoyed o
visifing those separdfed waves.
They were glistening
and soothing.
Why would rhey activare
such a chdin of negafive
emolions? @




Dad?!
i can’l be!

stuck here
because of

Al least the waves are
mine now. I will keep (]
folding until Fhose
so-called woes of ours
disappear!
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Focus on yours,
You don’t bul remember
have fo do o do whar ¢
rhat. you like besr
aboul the waves.
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IT'S TIME FOR ANOTHER
SEM|-TRUE TALE FROM
THE GREAT ESCAPE.
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IT BECAME A RUNNING JOKE

AROUND THE STORE BECAUSE WE 60T

50 MANY CALLS ABOUT THEM.

= \\\\\\\\\\\\ '
\\\\\\\\i\\\\\\\\K £

.........

2
-y
.

S\N

!

i \\’ J!I(Ib il

Y'ALL 6OT
THEM NASCAR
BASEBALLS?
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No, SIR.
I'M SORRY WE
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\ NAH, WE GET
/ 23 CALLS ABOUT THEM
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EVERY SO OFTEN. e ]
HAVE FOR YEARS. ‘
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A —<— /1T'S THE SOUTH, Nmill X EXACTLY.
IR il 50 MAKES SENSE >
\ : 3 I 6UESS. (i 7

READY, SIR?

I WONDER HOW
MANY THERE ARE?




THROUGH SECONDS OF ARDVOUS
RESEARCH, I FOUND AT LEAST THREE
EXAMPLES OF THE FABLED BALLS.
THERE'S A SOTH ANNIVERSARY BALL.
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OF COURSE, THERE WAS

A DALE EARNHARDT BALL. ’
THEY'VE PUT HIS NAME AND |[& \,
NUMBER ON JUST ABOVUT

EVERYTHING AT

hL THIS POINT.
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THE ONLY OTHER ONE
I FOUND WAS FOR
JEFF GORDON, THE

SECOND COMING, ACCORDING
TO SOME PEOPLE AT

1 THE TIME HE

dl STARTED RACING.

uunuu TN wuwﬂ’

AN\




R o A R P S [T Y (AR Y S 2 I/'
I’D HOPED FOR A MARK MARTIN ] \ HE WAS MY GRANDPA'S

BALL. ALAS, THERE WERE NONE. |3 \AVORITE DRIVER./

N\

= |z ==
HE WAS MINE, TOO, FOR THE i
HOT SECOND THAT I WAS INTo (22
IT AS A KID. MARTIN'S CAR HAD
A COOL DESIGN, AND HE SHARED A
FIRST NAME WITH MY GRANDPA. (B2
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WILL WE

IOON'T'
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: :
". 50 . : \ S)
R e i
o O S 4 E'
2% o \\\ i
() <) /
o . : = \i\i\\
: x
o RE. o _ §
suU E /
S 28 o

"




I WORKED THERE FOR SEVERAL YEARS,
AND NEVER SAW ONE COME IN.

COMICS cOM1L QS/ COMICS
ém ! yl/hllllli/ j;mm‘y
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P Z 7,
/// A A
///lT WASN'T UNTIL A FEW

YEARS AFTER I LEFT, THAT
I HEARD FROM AN OLD
COWORKER. IT FINALLY
HAPPENED.

SOMEONE HAD BROUGHT IN

SOME NASCAR BASEBALLS!




TWO BEAUTIFUL BALLS.
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&00P MORNING,
PIOMEDES.

YOU'VE HAP BREAKFAST
ALREAPY?Z

YOUR PAY'S ALREAPY
STARTEPD.

THAT GIRL,
ON THe

OTHER HANPD... SHE SEEMS
DISTRACTED

LATELY.
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HEY, I HAVE
CcLuB TopAY,
S0 I'LL BE HOME

LaTE!

{

YEAR?Z

HAVE YOU
MADPE UP YOUR
MIND ABOUT NEXT #

PINNER WILL BE
WAITING FOR YOU.

W

THANKS FOR THE
HEAPS UP,

000
STEW TOPAY?

W)
LN/ THAT'S RIGHT!
% OH,

™\ BEFORE YOU 60...




SORRY, I'M
RUNNING LATE!
60TTAGO,
se€ Youuuuuuu! Mi¢

OH MY GOSH- %

OH MY GOSH-
WHY PIP SHE HAVE
TO ASK NOW?Z2?Z

I THOUGHT I HAP

MORE TIME...

|
TN

Y )&

GO0P MORNING,

VER!
N

Hil,
PIP YOU wWAIT
?

TOOK ALL NIGHT,
I’LL TRY TO
CATCH UP
PURING LUNCH.

7" wave vou
STARTED ON
THE HISTORY
PAPER YETZ

Q
AND J

REINCARNATED y -w
A(‘T“)

JUST TO BE IN
HIGH SCHOOL
s$05 ’
MINUTES.

S0 LONG THAT \ [
Iplep

4
9

AGAIN.

—

oH! cLuB IS
MEETING AT
LUNCH INSTEAP
OF AFTER







OH Waw,
1S THIS YOUR
MOTHER'S
FAMILIARZ

OH, MY LUNCH!

THANK YOU,

SURe I8!
PIOMEPES, SAY
HELLO TO reIP
PLEASE.

S0 POLITE!
HELLO!

LET MOM KNOW
I APPRECIATE
THE 6esTURE!

1 WON'T BE
HOME TOO LATE
TONIGHT.

THAT BIRP IS SO
MAJESTIC.

i/ HOW LONG HAS
PIOMEPES BEEN A
FAMILIAR TO YOUR
MOTHER?Z

OH, LONGER THAN
I'VE BEEN ALIVE.
THEY'VE SEEN S0
MUCH TOGETHER.

BOUNP S0 THAT

SHE IS BEAUTIFUL
WHEN SHE’S NOT
COVEREPD IN HER

THEIR LIFESPANS ¥
ARE MAGICALLY

BIRD IS GOING TO
OUTLIVE US ALL.

FAIR, FAIR.

LATEST KILL.

PO YOU THINK IT'LL
HAPPEN SOON?
PO YOU GET TO CHOOSE
YOUR ANIMAL OR POES IT
JUST HAPPEN?Z

BEING A WITCH
SOUNPS S0 COoOoL!

I CAN'T WAIT TO
SEE WHAT
FAMILIAR YOU'LL
BE PAIRED WITH.




I ACTUALLY WANTEP
TO TALK TO YOU...

RECEIVING ONE’S ‘
FAMILIAR SHOWS A s

WITCH'S PEPICATION
TO LEARNING
SPELLCRAFT

AND AN APPRENTICE
WITCH IS EXPECTEPD TO
HONE HER CRAFT UNPER A
MENTOR FOR AT LEAST
THREE YEARS

BEFORE SHE'S
RECOGNIZED AS A WITCH
IN HER OWN RIGHT.

THIS YEAR’S SPRING 2\
EQUINOX HAS ALREAPY >
PASSED, S0 I HAVE TO -

I CAN'T GET MY
FAMILIAR

UNTIL I COMPLETE
THE EQUINOX
CEREMONY IN THE
COUNTRY OF WITCHES.

...I KEEP IMAGINING A
LIFE HERE IN THE
HUMAN WORLP.
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EVERYTIME I ENVISION
MY FUTURE,

I SEE MYSELF
STUPYING AT SCHOOL,
AT UNIVERSITY, WITH
YOu.

S0 GOLPEN ANP
BRIGHT, BUT JUST
OUT OF MY REACH.

I- I KNOW THIS IS ALL
A LOT TO EXPLAIN,
BUT I CAN ONLY CHOOSE
ONE PATH AND SOON-

MAKE A DECISION BY NEXT 1'VE BEEN PELAYING THE Wi :
YEAR'S SPRING. CEREMONY FOR AS LONG AND T DONT WANT YOU TO
AS I COULD BECAUSE... /7= > FEEL LIKE YOU'RE NOT
; IMPORTANT BECAUSE I'M
TRYING TO MAKE
EVERYTHING WORK-

BUT MY MOM KEEPS
ASKING AND T WANT TO : BUT YOU, ANP SCHOOL,
KEEP LEARNING MAGIC- , ALL THIS- va: ¢
b, v




FEEL THE
BEAT OF MY
HEART,

oKay.

VERBENA.

...AND OUT,

WE CAN 60.

I'M HERE, WE'RE
HERE NOW-

HEY, YOU'RE HERE,
YOU'RE OKAY.

vean, Tm soop. i

BREATHE WITH
THE RHYTHM,
IN AND OUT.

DO YOU STILL WANNA
60 TO SCHOOLZ

k‘),

A ROLE IN YOUR FUTURE,
BY THE WAY.

REID, BE SERIOUS-

I'M HONOREPD I GET TO PLAY

BUT IF I GET A sAY, I REALLY
HOPE YOU CHOOSE THAT
MAGIC APPRENTICESHIP-

I AM seRIOUS!
YOU MAY GET THE
COOLEST FAMILIAR
LIKE A TIGER... OR A /'

SHARK!! 311

HANG ON,
IT'S A TEXT FROM




500000
I GUESS IT'M COMING
OVER FOR PINNER
AFTER SCHOOL?

POES YOUR MOM
LIKE CAKE?
I CAN PICK ONE UP
FROM THAT NEW CAFE
\  WE TALKED ABOUT.

I CANNOQT BELIEVE
THIS 1S HAPPENING...

YOU'RE THROWING
OKAY, THIS IS HAPPENING.
YOURSELF TO THE LeT'e PIaK ONE

warves. & TOGETHER.

THAT SOUNPS GREAT!
I CAN'T WAIT.
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GOOD MORNING
WILLIAM! I'VE NOTICED
THAT YOU'RE
STRUGGLING
WITH THE READING.

ROLIGH BECAUSE
ISPENT ALLOF  MANLY
MY TIME AT Havive
SCHOOL-

JUST DO YOLR
BEST. PERSEVERANCE

WITH THAT YOU CAN
OVER COME ANY-
. THING! 2

OF READING, I'D
LIKE YOU TO JUMP
THROUGH THIS
HOOP.,

3 FOR TWELVE
YEARS, AT LEAST.

AND I ASSUME

\ YOU PLAN TO GO

TO COLLEGE...

'\X\\\\\\ AN AND THUS,

<A &7 i > I BECAME AN
Y N g ’
| S ‘ | ARTIST!
2 g 2 H

PROBABLY SHOULD
HAVE MOVED THE




SECOND PERIOD, GYM.

& <
! PANT!
KZ-

OKAY CLASS, ¥
TODAY YOU'RE
ALL GOING
REACH UP
AND RETRIEVE
FOUR APPLES—,

THROLIGH BLOOD,
SWEAT AND TEARS
I'M GOING TO MAKE
YOU INTO MEN!

?71;
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Sz
WHAT’S !
THE MATTER WITH
YOU TODAY?
L
v, [
UGH! k

MY DYSLEXIA
IS ALARING
UP AGAIN...

.‘

WHAT DOES
L' THAT HAVE TO
2\ DO WITH GYM?




NOT REALLY WILL You
BUT IT'S EASIER TO TWO STOP TALKING
AGREE AND MOVE

STOP PLUSHING ME, MAN!!!
LEAVE US ALONE!!!

REST OF THE IT'S NICE TO
CLASS TOO! _ FIND OUT SOMEONE
—=7| ELSE FEELS THE
- SAME WAY.

GET TO
CLIMBING YOoU
TWO JABBER-
JAW LOLLY-
GAGGERS!!!

I'LL TIE YOU TO THAT TREE
WITH YOLIR STUPID WHISTLE
AND BEAT YOU LIKE A FREAKIN
TETHERBALL!!!

WANT TO SKIP
SCHOOL WITH ME
AND MY BUDDIES?




'S
TAKE A TIME OUT FROM
THIS SELF-INDULGENT HISTORY
LESSON AND REVIEW
SOME BASIC RULES
OF PHONETICS. |RONICALLY
FOR A PERSON WITH
DYSLEXIA, MY LAST NAME
IS VERY HARD FOR
MOST PEOPLE
TO READ.

TOWLES
IS PRONOLNCED WITH A
LONG “0O" SOUND, LIKE
"ALONE", “GO" AND
" HOME”".

OR WHEN THERE IS
A SILENT “E"” AT THE END
OF THE WORD, WHICH ELONGATES
THE VOWEL SOUND AS IN

THE CASE OF
MY NAME

THE
LONG "0" SOUND IS
PRODUCED WHEN THE “0"
IS IN AN OPENED SYLLABLE
(LIKE 60)

IF <
> YOU'VE
OWN I{ITAAVAVEA %TPQ’AOYBABLY ; GOT TO ENJOY THESE
MISREAD MYSELF. MO'\Y%ETCSNLV’HEN

M

3
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WAS EMPOWERING.
ONCE A YEAR, I GOT
TO CORRECT MY TEACHERS, it
; MY FRIENDS' PARENTS AND /)

W ) OTHER ALTHORITY //
‘ FIGLRES. i

THE POWER
- WAS INTOXICATING.




IS NOT A COMMON ENGLISH
WORD SO MOST PEOPLE RELY
ON A COMPARISON WITH

THEY MIGHT
THINK OF SIMILAR-
LOOKING WORDS LIKE
TOWEL OR BOWL-

SWITCHING
“LE" FOR AN “EL" THAT
SEEMS TO FEEL MORE
COMMON.

SILENT "E" AT THE END
REINFORCES THE LONG
"0" SOUND BUT THE
COMBINATION OF “ W” AND “L"
AFTER THE "O" MAKES THE
READER SECOND-GLESS THE
SOUND, CAUSING

MANY TO DEFALLT
TO THE SOFT “0"

f REALLY TAKING
THIS LITTLE SPAZZ
WITH Us?

"SCHOOL", “SUCKS"
AND "SKIP".




I HEARD
THAT YOU FREAKED
OUT IN FIRST PERIOD,
WHAT A SPAZZ!

I'M JUST NO
GOOD AT SCHOOL.

WHAT AM I SUPPOSED TO /~)
Do?

SNORT! T
DON'T KNOW! MAYBE
NOT SPAZZ OUT IN
FRONT OF THE
WHOLE SCHOOL MAYBE?
DUR!

HE'S TOO
SLOW WITH HIS LITTLE
HUMAN LEGS!

LOSE HIM
ALREADY!!!

IT'S NOT
PERSONAL.
TONY'’S GOT

HEY SORRY
ABOUIT THAT..TONY'S
GOT A LOT ON HIS
MIND.

TONY'S A
JERK AND A LOSER!

I FOLUND A GROUP WHO DON'T
FEEL SORRY FOR ME,I GLESS.

YOU'lL
DO ANYTHING
TO STAND OUT,
TO GET
ATTENTION,

HEY EVERY BODY,

I GET BAD GRADES, I'M
LEFT HANDED, I'M A
FAR-OUT ARTIST! I'M SO
SPECIAL!"

= WHAT

WAS I THINKING
777
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IT'S OKAY!
IT'S ALL GOING TOBE A
” OKAY. G

PP

OH GOD! THIS IS EVERY

{ DYSLEXIC'S WORST NIGHTMARE, READING

OFF OF A JIGGLING CELL PHONE SCREEN
> ON COMMAND.

DON'T GET ME
ONG, I HATE STUPID
PEOPLE TOO-

T'MFIGHTING TO N
FOCUIS ON A WORD. ANY
WORD. TRYING TO REMAIN

ONE
MORE PERSON'S
GOING TO FIND OUT

MAYBE IF I
WAS THAT
CONFIDENT I
COULD READ
THIS.

THERE'S
NOTHING WRONG

~THIS
WORLD IS

A BIG MESS.

MAYBE
PERSPECTIVE

REALLY DOES EQUAL E

I'MTOO

INSIDE MY OWN g

-BUT WE'RE
GOING TO FIX
Iri




ASSIMILATION,
EVERY PERSON
AS A VECTOR
FOR THE GREAT
MACHINE TO
ROAM THE
UNIVERSE
FOREVER.

ALL AS ONE,
IN POWER AND PERFECT
HARMONY. AN ANSWER TO
ALL YOLIR DREAMS. ALL AS )
ONE, UTIUZEDFOR A /i
GRAND PLIRPOSE.

NO FEAR, NO BIGOTRY,

EVERYONE IS EQUAL. IMMORTAL,

AND IN A PARADISE OF OUR
SHARED CREATION.

SURE, SOUNDS
GOOD. I'LL GLADLY
BE PART OF YOUR /

PLEASE!!!



YOU'RE DEFECTIVE,
SKYNET A LOST CAUSE, A SLOW
DOESN'T WANT YOU 2 MIND, POOR CHOICES,
FOR A SUN BEAM. DS WASTED YOUTH-
IF YOU STILL
EXPECT US TO ADOPT
YOU, YOU'RE GOING
TO HAVE TO-

YOU'RE JUST HURT MEASURE UP TO |
BECAUSE YOULL NEVER )\ YOUR "STANDARDS
IT'S A BAIT AND SWITCH!

YOU MESS WITH PEOPLE'S
SELF WORTH THEN YOU
MOVE THE GOAL

EVER MEET OUR

PREPARED! I BROUGHT
MY OWN HOOP TO
JUMP THROUGH!

I'M GOING TO
DEDICATE THE REST OF
MY LIFE TO TEARING
OUT YOUR
HEART!!!




BITING THE
WIRES CAUSED THE MACHINE
TO EXPLODE AND THE INVASION
WAS DEFEATED.

?" IF T HAD KNOWN - — - ‘«‘-I»i;!:i:}:»‘ ~ :«?Li:!‘; S Es
HE WAS GOING TO SAVE N WRONG, T'M GRATEFLL
SOCIETY FROM BEING CONTROLLED YES, I ALWAYS WOON THAT WE GET TO KEEP OLIR
BY AHOSTILE Al VIRUS I WOULD [ KNEW HE WAS SPECIAL. \*re DX
HAVE LET HIM RIDE ON THE GIFTED ONES ALWAYS
MY BACK THAT
AFTERNOON... \ >3 WOLUILD RATHER BE
SAVED BY SOMEONE
MORE “HEROIC".
SOLNDS TO ME

LIKE THE LITTLE RUNT

WAS JUST THROWING A ) =< (fﬁ L%
2C

TEMPER TANTRUM...

I GUESS
WHEN IT'S ALL EXPLAINED
TO ME LIKE THAT-

WELL, JUST
CONSIDER THE THEME OF DYSLEXIA
AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO
DEPRESSION,TRAUMA AND

ALIENATION. I HAVETO
JUXTAPOSED NOD MY HEAD
WITH CARTOONS AND THE ABSURD AND AGREE.

..I MEAN, IT REALLY PUTS THINGS
IN PERSPECTIVE , DON'T
YOU THINK?

:’;: ;t i
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THREE BLOCKS.
TWO BLOCKS.

N



A

T T

YOU CAN'T BE SERIOUS,
IANNUZI. THERE'S NO
LEFT TO TAKE!

it




THEN EVERYONE
AND THEIR MOTHER
D BE ABLE

WOUL
TO SEEIT. [
1 =

BETWEEN THE TREES, LANSKY,
AND IF YOU SCRATCH MY CAR -

DON'T WORRY.
‘LL HAVE MANY OPPORTUNITIES
TO TRY AGAIN.



IT WAS ROUTINE AT THIS POINT.
STOPPING AT THE CENTER OF THE
BRIDGE AS THE COLD WATER LAPPED
AGAINST THE COLUMNS BELOW.

THERE'S NO ONE ON THE ROAD.
NO ONE’S EVER ON THIS ROAD.

IT WAS TOO DARK TO SEE.
IT’5 ALWAYS TOO DARK TO SEE.

NO SHIT, LANSKY. THAT'S WHY
WE'RE DOING THIS NOW.




- OR I'LL THROW YOU
HOW FAR OVER TOO.
DOWN IS
THE RIVER? )’
1 \ 4
v

IT'S FAR ENOUGH TO
KNOCK THE LIFE
OUTTA YOUR BODY.

DON'T FORGET-

AND STOP WITH THE
DUMBASS QUESTIONS-

-A DRIVER IS
THE EASIEST
TO REPLACE.













